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Statement of historical significance and description of property: 
 

A554 
 

Completed in 1883 as the second home of McMinnville Baptist Church, later Linfield 

College, Pioneer Hall is on the National Register of Historic Places and also on the State of 

Oregon Inventory of Historic Sites and Buildings.  It has served the college with few exterior 

alterations since that time and is now undergoing a restoration that includes installation of the 

eight-foot tall oak entry doors and replication of the original porch ornament that was 

removed over time.  Early photographs are being used to substantiate the correctness of the 

detail.  The building underwent a structural rehabilitation in 1946, described by Prof. Jonas 

Jonassen as follows: 

 

The builders cur holes in the roof and ceiling and dropped upright steel pillars through 

them to support the new construction.  At each floor level, they installed substantial 

horizontal bracing.  With all its heavy timbers and steel skeleton weighing seventy-

two tons, Pioneer is a new building within its ancient walls.  (In Kenneth Homes’ 

Linfield’s Hundred Years, p. 59.) 

 

Functioning alternately and often simultaneously in roles of administration, residence, 

instruction, drama, religion, dining hall, and social organization center, Pioneer Hall remained 

the hub of student activities until completion of Riley Hall in 1956. 

 

Prominently sited atop the south banks of the Cozine Creek on land donated to the college by 

Samuel Cozine, this building, the largest in Yamhill County, has a Greek cross plan and rises 

over a basalt basement story to four total stories plus central lantern.  Italianate villa features 

include tall one over one regularly spaced windows with different window headers and hood 

moulding at each story, hipped roof with bracket-supported wide eaves, and pediments over 

each of three facades (triangular over east and west, arched over north façade).  Bays are 

defined by relief brick piers with corner detailing suggesting arcading.  Foliated ornament 

suggestive of Composite capital detailing tops each pilaster.  A prominent brick belt course 

separates first and second stories, and a sandstone belt course divides basalt foundation story 

from brick structure above. 

 

For further documentation of Pioneer Hall, see National Register and State Inventory forms. 

 

Inventory Sources Consulted: 

National Register of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination Form State of Oregon Inventory 

of Historic Sites and Buildings – Holmes, Kenneth J. Linfield’s Hundred Years (1956). 

Jonasson, Jonas. Bricks Without Straw (1938). 

Building rehab plans, Cozine Hall, Linfield College. 
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