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Statement of historical significance and description of property: 
 

B970 
 

A square poured cement foundation is all that remain of a power plant at this location.  

The inside of the cement enclosure is filled with dirt. 

 

In 1889, when McMinnville approached Portland for an electric line and filed, it was 

decided to develop a local municipally-owned facility; hence the City has the oldest 

municipal system in the state.  This site is all that remains of the original combined 

electric and water facility: a steam-powered electric generator and a large sand filter for 

city water.  This early system sufficed until 1906 when a hydro-project was added on 

Baker Creek.  Subsequent expansion resulted in the dams on Haskins Creek, the City’s 

present water source, and contracting for power from the Bonneville Power 

Administration in the 1940’s. 
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