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Historic Resource Survey 

City of McMinnville 

Yamhill County, Oregon 
 

Statement of historical significance and description of property: 
 

B995 & B996 
 

This is the original farmhouse for Grandhaven Orchard which occupied about 155 acres 

of the J. Hembree Donation Land Claim (1866).  Hembree sold it to Hibbs in 1868 and 

Hibbs in turn sold it to Bob McDonald in 1897.  McDonald held it about five years, then 

sold it to the Ford family.  Two Ford families occupied the house.  Mr. Borman, who 

lived there while the Fords owned it, divided the land into five-acre orchard tracts. 

 

Mr. Chegwyn reports that the Ford family held title to the place, but Mr. Borman lived in 

the house, along with Mrs. Ford, and had a large nursery with fruit and decorative trees 

and shrubs, the source for the area’s orchards.  He sold out the nursery stock in 1914.  

Mrs. McKimens bought the place in 1945 from Grenfell’s (Stuart).  Of the outbuildings, 

only the chicken house is older than 1945. 

 

This is a large two-story house with a basement, four bedrooms, single residence, though 

with full width porch and two entries, it looks like a double residence.  It has a cross 

gable roof, imbricate gable, front dormer, double hung sash windows, and decorative 

shingle siding of alternate wide narrow corners.  Metal porch posts replace turned wood 

posts.  The exterior chimney is on the southwest side of the house.  A two-story high bay 

is centered on porch side of the house. 

 

The chicken house is Latin cross formation with bilateral symmetry consisting of long 

one-story gable roof wings flanking tall gable roofed central mass.  Fenestration is 

regular. 

 

Appears barn was removed in 1989 for subdivision development. 
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