
Stormwater Utility 
Analysis

August 8, 2023



Two Studies 
Underway

8/8/2023

Stormwater 
Utility Analysis

Wastewater 
Master Plan



 Environmental Stewardship (Mac-Town 2032)
Responsible caretakers of our shared public assets and resources

 Create and implement an environmentally sustainable and/or 
Climate Action Plan (Council Goals)

 Limitations Relative to Stormwater to meet these 
Goals:
 Lack of sufficient and sustainable resources to meet:

Ongoing operation of the stormwater system
Capital Improvement Plan for rehabilitation and replacement of 

the stormwater infrastructure
Compliance with expanding regulatory requirements
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City Council Goals and Values



Mercury Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL):
 TMDL Plan approved by DEQ in 2022
 5-years to implement

Public Outreach
New Ordinances
Staff Training 
Additional inspections and tracking
Guidance Document
Local Erosion Control Permitting Program and 

Enforcement
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Regulatory Requirements



 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit:
 Authorized by the Federal Clean Water Act as part of the National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)

 Required for Cities over 100k population, or at the discretion of DEQ 

 Expected in the next 5 years

 Requirements similar to TMDL, and:

 Stormwater Management Plan (detention/water quality)

 Spill prevention and response program

 Ongoing water quality monitoring

 Development of construction standards and enforcement
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Regulatory Requirements
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 What is a Stormwater Utility?
 An enterprise fund dedicated to meet stormwater operating 

and capital needs

 Functions as a utility similar to wastewater
 Establishes rates based on use of the stormwater system

 Provides an equitable distribution of costs

 Reduces demands on Wastewater and Street Funds

 Provides a stable resource 

 Improves community safety and reduces risks during flooding

 Protects rivers and creeks from pollutants and sediment

Stormwater Utility Analysis



Wastewater Master Plan Update

 Technical Analysis
 Flow monitoring completed

 Projected flows and loads in progress

 Determine regulatory compliance in progress

 Develop recommended capital improvements

 Policy Decisions
 Update rate structure

 Update Sewer Systems Development Charges
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Public Engagement/Outreach

 Engagement Plan

 Form a Stormwater/Wastewater Project 
Advisory Committee

 9 members
 Residential (5)
 Industrial  (1)
 Commercial (1)
 Institutional (1)
 Development (1)

 Consider appointing a City Council member as 
a liaison with the Committee
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 Outreach recommendations

 Post on City web sites 

 Include in City newsletter

 Newpaper article

 Public meetings to share results

 Contact community groups (i.e. Affordable Housing)

 City Council Work Session for the Stormwater Utility

 City Council Work Session for the Wastewater Master Plan

Public Engagement/Outreach
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Next steps

 Advertise for Project Advisory Committee (PAC) members

 Select PAC members

 Hold orientation meeting in September 2023

 Present to the Affordable Housing  & DEI Committees

 Return to City Council with recommendations for Stormwater 
Utility

 Prepare Ordinance to establish the Stormwater Utility

 Conduct Wastewater Master Plan Rate/SDC review 

 Present recommendations to City Council for Wastewater Rates
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