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As part of the planning process for the Fox Ridge Road Area Plan, the City of McMinnville hosted a
community design workshop on March 21st, 2023 from 6 to 8 p.m. SERA Design led the workshop with
assistance from the prime consultant on the project, Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc. (HHPR).The
purpose of the workshop was to present the findings from the opportunities and constraints analysis and
gather feedback from community members on the preferred development scenarios for the Fox Ridge Road
area. Over 50 people attended and participated in the design workshop, and community members also have
an opportunity to provide input through a survey open through April 10t 2023. This memorandum
summarizes the workshop event and the key themes that emerged from the community input.

Workshop Summary

The format of the workshop included a 30-minute presentation with an opportunity for questions from
community members. The City of McMinnville and HHPR started the presentation with an introduction to the
project and previous planning efforts that led to the development of the Fox Ridge Road Area Plan. They
provided an overview of the consultant team and the project phases. This event was the first of two
community design workshops with the first focusing on development scenarios and the second focusing on
plans for parks, open space, and connectivity.

SERA Design presented background information that helped to guide community members in the workshop
activity following the presentation. This section of the presentation included an overview of potential
development typologies for the area; land use guidelines provided in the Fox Ridge Road Framework Plan;
an overview of existing conditions in the area; and a draft of an opportunities and constraints area for
consideration in the development scenarios. Prior to starting the small-group workshop activity, community
members were welcomed to ask questions to help clarify the purpose and potential development scenarios.

Following the presentation, City staff and the consultant team facilitated small-group discussions in table
groups with about 8-10 community members at each table. Each table was provided with a map of the Fox
Ridge Road area, precedent imagery with potential development typologies, and tools for drawing and
envisioning the location of land uses for future development. Facilitators asked questions to guide the
discussion including:
e Are there opportunities or constraints we missed in the draft map?
o What opportunities are you excited about?
o What other ideas do you have for this area?
e Given the opportunities and constraints where would you like to see the following land use
development typologies?
o High-density residential
Medium-density residential
Low-density residential
Neighborhood-service commercial / office
Parks / open space
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After about one hour of small group discussions, the workshop concluded with a representative from each
group sharing a few ideas with all workshop participants. The key themes that emerged from the workshop
activity are summarized in the next section, and images of each map that the groups produced are provided
in Appendix A. Community Design Workshop #1 Notes.

Key Themes

The key themes that emerged from the community design workshop are summarized below. The project
team will use these themes to guide the draft development scenarios and further discussions with the Project
Advisory Committee.

o Offer a range of housing types. The Framework Plan outlines minimum acreages for medium
and high-density housing. Some groups stated they preferred to meet the minimum acreage for
these housing types while other groups proposed exceeding these minimums. One rationale given
for exceeding these limits was to bring a greater variety of housing density to an area of
McMinnville with existing residential densities that are generally lower than other areas of the city.

o Locate medium higher density housing types near eastern boundary of area. Most groups
agreed that the medium and high-density housing types would fit best along Hill Road or other
areas along the eastern boundary of the Fox Ridge Road area, given physical constraints and
limited capacity of Fox Ridge Road.

o Focus on design of new development. Many groups raised concerns about creating well-
designed developments with the new housing proposed for this area. They asked whether certain
design standards could apply to the planning area to ensure this goal is achieved.

¢ Connect open spaces. This area will include substantial acreage for parks and open space due to
the constraints that may restrict development and overall community need for more areas for
recreation. The workshop participants suggested that the open spaces should also be connected
via greenways and include connections to the existing multimodal network in the City of
McMinnville. Open green spaces were suggested to preserve existing community resources
including the masonic cemetery, rock quarry pond, and key viewpoints. Many groups proposed
that the neighborhood park should be accessible by a range of residents living in all housing types.
The second community workshop will focus on open spaces and will provide another opportunity
for the community to provide input.

o Consider traffic impacts of new development. Many of the concerns related to increased
development along Hill Road focused on increased traffic demand and the existing function of
intersections along Hill Road that boarder the area. A future task of this planning effort will include
analysis of transportation infrastructure and an identification of needs for the preferred
development scenario.

o Provide alternative access and connectivity. Related to the traffic concerns, some groups
suggested alternative access points to reduce demand on Hill Road and Fox Ridge Road.
Community members raised concerns about the existing capacity and condition of Fox Ridge Road
as a narrow right of way with sight distance issues and no shoulders. Future work on this project
will include a more detailed look at these potential connections as well as another opportunity for
the community to provide input on this topic.

Next Steps

The next step in this process is for the SERA team to develop the draft development scenarios based on the
community input provided in the design workshop and the survey (open through April 10t). City staff and the
Project Advisory Committee will provide further input on the development scenarios, leading to a preferred
scenario for the Fox Ridge Road Area Plan. The community will have another opportunity to provide feedback
at the second community design workshop in June 2023.
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Memorandum

APPENDIX A. COMMUNITY DESIGN WORKSHOP #1 NOTES

This appendix includes images of notes taken on maps for the smal roup acti .H / mﬁ Sm _,\_mqo: NA. Nomm Eoﬂstov
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Subject: Community Design Workshop #2 Summary

COMMUNITY DESIGN WORKSHOP #2

On June 6, 2023, City of McMinnville hosted a second Community Desigh Workshop to gather feedback
on opportunities for potential park sites and connection points in the Fox Ridge Road Area and begin
developing concept plans for future parks, trails, and connections. Planners and landscape architects from
Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc. (HHPR) led the workshop with assistance from City staff. Over 30
people attended and participated in the design workshop. Building from the workshop feedback and land
use concepts developed in the first Community Design Workshop (March 21, 2023), the project team will
develop concept plans for future parks, trails, and connection opportunities in the Fox Ridge Road
Planning Area. This memorandum summarizes the workshop event and the key themes that emerged
from the community input.

WORKSHOP FORMAT

The format of the workshop included a 30-minute presentation by HHPR with opportunities for questions
from community members. Workshop attendees were presented with the background of the project, the
project timeline, goals, and the purpose of the workshop. Following the presentation, the consultant team
and City staff facilitated small-group discussions with about 8-10 community members at each table.

Each table was provided with one base map of the draft preliminary land use concept for the Fox Ridge
Road area, one base map of the neighborhood activity center (focused on the neighborhood park site
identified in the preliminary land use concept), and smaller maps for reference of the opportunities and
constraints, existing conditions, and natural hazard overlays of the area. Tools such as markers, trace
paper, and sticky notes were provided for participants to draw and annotate the base maps with
suggestions for future parks, trails, open space and connections within the Fox Ridge Road area.
Facilitators guided the small groups through two exercises with 30 minutes allocated for each exercise.
The first group exercise focused on looking at the neighborhood park centered within the neighborhood
activity center, ensuring that the park was both well-connected and accessible. The second exercise
focused on open space and trail opportunities throughout the overall Fox Ridge Road area based on the
draft preferred land use concept map, including potential features and linear parks. Both exercises sought
out input for suggested amenities and important features to preserve in the area plan.

After discussion, a representative from each small group shared their ideas with all workshop participants
for consideration. The workshop concluded with final questions from the community and a regroup of the
PAC to review the results of the community design workshop.



KEY THEMES

The key themes that emerged from the community design workshop are summarized below. Images of
each annotated map produced by the workshop groups are provided in Appendix A. The project team will
use these themes to guide the park, trails, and open space concepts for the area.

Neighborhood Park

Pedestrian connections. Among all the groups, bike and pedestrian friendly connections were
agreed to be a priority of the neighborhood park. These pathways were discussed as pedestrian
only connections and accessible for all age groups and uses such as bikes, pedestrians, strollers,
and wheelchairs. All groups also mentioned that these connections should connect the proposed
residential units adjacent to the neighborhood park within the neighborhood activity center, as
well as the school district site and Fox Ridge Road area. However, it was also discussed that the
neighborhood park should primarily serve the community within the neighborhood itself.
Community gathering area. Most groups mentioned the need for a community gathering area or
space within the neighborhood park. Ideas that were proposed include a large gazebo, auditorium
built into the topography of the park landscape, or other picnic and barbeque areas for
community members to gather.

Amenities. Each group had their recommendations on different amenities that should or
needed to be provided. Restrooms and potable water stations were considered necessary within
the park, and other recreational amenities were suggested such as smaller sport courts (tennis,
basketball, pickle ball, etc.), casual outdoor games (horseshoe, bocce ball, etc.), large children
play areas and play structures, shade structures, and even a bicycle repair station was proposed
for passing bicyclists. All groups notes that amenities should be accessible to all age groups and
provide diverse uses in activity types.

Tree preservation and shade trees. There are many existing mature trees within the proposed
neighborhood activity center area, which each group noted as an important natural feature of
the area and should be made as a priority to preserve as many mature trees as possible. The
additional planting of shade trees was also mentioned as another priority of the neighborhood
park. Additional tree planting would not only provide shade but also a buffer to the surrounding
residential uses as well.

Community garden. Several groups mentioned using available open green areas as community
garden space for the neighborhood activity center. Specifically, for residents who may live in
future medium- to high-density residential units that may not have access to private yard space.
Traffic safety/traffic calming on surrounding streets. Among the largest concerns for the
neighborhood park was traffic safety and parking. Many groups voiced their concerns with the
existing traffic issues within the area and expressed that those issues should not be exacerbated
by visitors to the neighborhood park. Several groups expressed that no parking or parking lots
should be proposed for the park and that access to the parks should be primarily through
pedestrian connections.

Other Opportunities for Parks, Trails, Open Space, and Connectivity

Pedestrian connections. Most workshop groups shared that pedestrian and bike friendly
connections are a priority for the Fox Ridge Road area. These proposed trail or pathway
connections should provide safe access to all users and connectivity to both the Fox Ridge Road
area and the surrounding neighborhoods. Groups discussed the concept of a trail or sidewalk
connection along Fox Ridge Road further, and many groups proposed a pedestrian connection



further south, at the north boundary of the Masonic Cemetery rather than along Fox Ridge Road
itself, due to traffic safety concerns along the roadway.

e Trails and viewpoints. All groups were asked to consider natural trails and open spaces
throughout the project area, with many groups agreeing with the proposed location of trails along
the northern boundary and connecting back to the neighborhood activity center to the east. Many
groups emphasized prioritizing the viewpoints along the trail loop at the northern end where
expansive views of McMinnville can be seen and enjoyed by the community. Amenities such as
trail benches for seating and potable water stations were recommended at these scenic
viewpoints. Some groups also suggested that north to south connections should be considered
throughout the project area, especially for the areas marked for low-density residential north of
Fox Ridge Road in order to connect the trails back to the public street system and provide varying
levels of trail opportunities.

e Park around the Rock Quarry. Each group considered the rock quarry pond for possible
preservation as a notable natural feature, or even for development as a natural park space with
a trail surrounding the pond, with access to the area from both Fox Ridge Road and the bottom
of the slope where the neighborhood activity center is proposed, and some smaller amenities
such as benches for additional seating opportunities. Some groups expressed safety concerns
about topography around the pond, both for accidents around the water and lack of visibility to
allow monitoring from other public spaces.

e Preserve natural topography. Along with the preservation of natural features, the general
topography of the area was discussed and favored for preservation. Ensuring that the land is not
graded in a way that diminishes the natural landscape and that park or open spaces work to
preserve that topographical feature.

e Traffic safety and parking. Again, among the largest concerns for the area was traffic safety and
parking. Many groups voiced their concerns with the existing traffic issues along Hill Road and Fox
Ridge Road, stating that drivers not only exceed the speed limit creating dangerous conditions,
but also the increasing traffic impact of congestion to the area. Many groups emphasized that
pedestrian connections through linear parks and trails should be utilized to encourage access to
the area, rather than parking lots that would only increase existing traffic issues and concerns.
Specifically along Fox Ridge Road, groups agreed that any potential park features at the top of Fox
Ridge Road to the west should be very careful about providing parking, if any, at all.

NEXT STEPS
[ Project Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting #3 — June 21, 2023
[ Project Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting #4 — August 2, 2023



ANNOTATED BASE MAP NOTES

[Refer to Appendix A]
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