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Memorandum 

To: City of McMinnville Planning Commission 

From: Gary Reddick, Director of Design - Otak 

Copies: Andrew Clark - Hugh Development 

Garrett Stephenson – Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt 

Date: March 9, 2023 

Subject: Gwendolyn Hotel – Response to March 2, 2023 Planning Commission Comments  

Project No.: 19914.000 

 

McMinnville Planning Commission,  

We are extremely grateful that we are in a continued conversation with the Planning Commission and 

with the others who care deeply about the future of McMinnville and the future of NE 3rd St. Some have 

asked, “Do we respect or care about the history of McMinnville...” Honestly, that question shook us a bit, 

because we knew as a team we did, back to our design team meetings in late 2021.  

 

In a number of ways, the questions raised in last Thursday's hearing were telling us somehow that our 

regard for McMinnville was not coming through. The best architecture comes from precisely the kinds of 

conversations we are having with you. We believe that collaborating with all stakeholders throughout the 

design process leads to a successful project that can benefit both owners and the community. So, thank 

you for letting us have additional time to collaborate on the design of the Gwendolyn hotel building, and 

our process. 

 

As we worked into the first few months of 2022, we were very engaged in the study of every single 

building along NE 3rd St. encompassed by the historic district. We first shared that study in a virtual, 

informal meeting with the Historic Landmarks Committee (reference attached HLC Presentation, 02.23.22 

and exhibit A.1 provided and also included in the Land Use Application, dated 07.29.22). The feedback 

we received during the summer and fall of 2022 resulted in our making significant design changes to the 

NE 3rd St. facades. 

 

Now, at this time in the process, we have been asked two questions: 

 

1. In that we have referenced our research and inspiration from historic buildings along NE 3rd St., 

show examples of where your inspiration came from.  

 

2. What are you specifically doing with the design of the Gwendolyn hotel building to honor the 

history and legacy of the three buildings 609, 611, and 619 NE 3rd St. 
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Design Inspiration: 

We have compiled specific details of existing NE 3rd St. buildings, and in graphic A-2 (provided exhibit), 

we draw lines of connection from those specific design details to the design of the Gwendolyn. These 

include: 

 

• Windows: pattern and spacing, vertical proportion. surrounds. sill detailing, head detail (square, 

round).  

• Cornices: simple, complex, brackets, dentils, color.  

• Materials: brick, stucco.  

• Colors: predominantly earth tones.  

 

It has never been our intent to replicate or copy the design of the existing older buildings, but it has 

always been our intent to fit in with designs that relate closely to those grand buildings. 

 

Honoring the history of the buildings:  

The history of the three buildings has less to do with the physical structures, than the story of what they 

were constructed for and the prominence of those who had them constructed. In honoring 609, 611, and 

619 3rd St. we intend to do the following: 

 

Owner profiles 

At prominent places on the ground floor will be framed tributes to the original owners. Included 

with these displays may be an engraved plaque that tells the story of the automobile’s arrival in 

McMinnville in the early 1900s and the role these buildings played. 

 

Salvage of existing wood 

As we have intended from the beginning, we will use great care to carefully dismantle and store 

any parts of the three buildings that can be repurposed for the interior. The structures were 

constructed to provide clear span work floors for ground floor automobile servicing, and large 

timber trusses were used for this clear span in the 609 and 619 buildings, reference Figure 1. 

Some examples of this repurposing are:  

o A colonnade in the hotel lobby, from the entry to the reception desk at the North End of 

the lobby. 

o Close spaced ceiling beams as a feature in several public ground floor rooms and 

spaces, reference Figure 2.  

o Consulting with a premier local wood craftsman to explore all the possibilities for wood 

expression throughout the project.  

o Plaques at appropriate locations may identify source of wood.  

 

      
Figure 1 - Existing beams from #609.     Figure 2 - Precedent Ceiling Treament 
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Salvage of existing red brick 

Installation of reclaimed brick on several walls throughout the building. Some examples include 

the ground floor lobby walls, the back wall of the bar, selective walls in the lounge and the private 

dining room, lobby café, and other spaces.  

 

Naming of spaces 

We have been compiling a list of people who were historically important to McMinnville and to the 

three buildings. As we move forward, we will identify those naming opportunities. As an example, 

the working name for the private dining room is The Odell. 

   

Curated historic photographs 

We have a growing collection of historic photos that we intend to carefully display throughout the 

building. These photos will be professionally matted and framed and displayed in public spaces at 

all floors of the building.  

 

Exterior art 

We have identified the garage entry gate along Ford St. and the opaque wall immediately 

adjacent to the south (see figure 1) of the entry as an opportunity to install an art element to 

provide additional interest at the pedestrian level. We intend to engage a local artist to create an 

artistic expression that speaks to and honors the history of downtown and the automotive history 

of 609, 611, and 619.  

 

 

Figure 3 – Proposed west façade art location. 

 

Thank you.  
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