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McMinnville Fire Dept.

A Brief History...

In 1874 the City of McMinnville
Volunteer Fire Department was
founded. Originally called the “Star
Hose Company No. 17 it was com-
posed of 15-20 young men. The first
piece of equipment was a hand
drawn hook and ladder rig, outfitted
with a rack of ladders, and a hanging
row of buckets which could be low-
ered into wells to help fight the fire.

In 1928, the fire department was one
of the first in the state to venture
into ambulance service.

In 1929, the department was com-
posed of 45 volunteer firefighters
and considered to be one of the
most up-to-date and complete of
any city of its size in the state.

Today...

Today we are a full service fire and
emergency services department
staffed with over 38 career and part-
time personnel and approximately 35
volunteers. The department provides
numerous services and varied public
education training,

NEWSLETTER

A Publication of McMinnville Rural Fire Protection District

2016 Summer Events

Juty 8th, oth
Turkey Rama
Downtown Mac
August 2nd
National Night Out
Discovery Meadows Park
August 6th
Evergreen Aviation
Special Olympics
Plane Pull
August 13th
Rock of Ages Fly In
Rock of Ages Retirement
Community
September 24th
Lowes Safety Fair
October gth
Pancake Breakfast




Is Your Home A Mystery To Find?

Can your home be found quickly...

e In an emergency? 1 2 3 4 5
« When every second counts?

o Especially at night?

Unfortunately, emergencies can, and do, happen.
When precious seconds can mean the difference
between life and death, you want to be sure you've
done everything you can to put the odds in your
favor. For only $20.00, our reflective address signs
can help ensure we can find you in an emergency.
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FEE: $20 single side $25 double sided (Please make checks payable to MFD Volunteers)

Name: Contact Number:

Address Numbers:

Street Name:

Please list any special sign posting instructions you may have:

FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT USE ONLY Paid Form of Payment: Check Cash

Submit form with payment to: McMinnville Fire Department 175 NE First Street McMinnville, OR 97128

WE ARE GOING PAPERLESS!!
THIS WILL BE THE FINAL PRINTED
RURAL NEWSLETTER!!

PLEASE ACCESS RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NEWS THROUGH
OUR NEW WEBSITE

HTTP.//WWW.MCMINNVILL EOREGON.GOV/FIRE/PAGE/RURAL-FIRE-PROTECTION-DISTRICT

IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS WHEN THE SITE IS UPDATED
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR JUST VISIT THE SITE AND ENTER YOUR EMAIL



http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/fire/page/rural-fire-protection-district

Wildfires in Oregon

Creating an Effective Defensible Space

As the number of people living in and adjacent to wildland areas grows, the likelihood of homes
being threatened by wildfire also grows. A critical factor in determining whether or not a home
will survive a wildfire is the type, amount, and maintenance of vegetation surrounding the house.
Defensible space, sometimes referred to as "Survivable Space," refers to the area between
buildings and an oncoming wildfire where the fuels have been modified enough to reduce wildfire
threat and to provide an area where firefighters can safely work to defend the structures. With
enough fuel reduction in the defensible space, your home may be able to survive a wildfire with-
out firefighter assistance.

The first three to five feet around structures should be a fuel-free zone. Avoid planting anything
in this area or storing any materials that will burn. Better yet, fill in this area with something com-
pletely non-flammable, such as decorative stone or gravel. Regularly clean the area to keep it
free of any fallen leaves, branches, or pine needles.

For the next 30 feet, keep the grass cut short, well watered, and free of accumulated flammable
debris. Trees and shrubs in this area should be well spaced and preferably restricted to decidu-
ous species (those with leaves that drop in the fall). Look for potential "fuses" like wooden walk-
ways, fences, and weedy gardens that reach from the woods to your buildings. Break these up
with patios or green lawn. Keep flammables such as lumber and firewood piles out of this area.

As a final check, take a stroll around this
area with an imaginary match in your
hand. If you see a place where you
would not feel comfortable lighting that
match, throwing it down and walking
away, you still have some work to do.

Continue to keep trees and shrubs well
spaced in the area 30 to 100 feet
around buildings. This is especially im-
portant if the area is predominantly ever-
greens. Thin trees and shrubs so that
they are at least 10 feet apart. Prune
branches off the remaining trees six to
10 feet up the trunk. This process re-
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For more information or to schedule a free assessment of your property’s ability to survive a
wildfire, contact McMinnville Fire Department at 503-435-5800
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Chief’s Corner
By

Chief
Rich Leipfert

As fire departments struggle with limited tax funds and increasing demands for service McMinnville
Fire Department has decided to take a proactive approach by moving forward in a new direction, creat-
ing partnerships in order to provide better service to our citizens. This year we will be partnering with
Amity Fire District by providing a peak activity ambulance. This ambulance will be staffed M-F from
8-5 and will be housed in Amity’s Fire Station. The staff will be McMinnville employees and serve in a
dual role capacity making them available for both ambulance and fire response in both McMinnville
and Amity response areas. The goal is to provide improved overall response coverage during the peak
hours of service throughout our ambulance service area (ASA) which includes McMinnville, Amity,
Dayton, Lafayette, Carlton, and Yamhill. We believe that cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships
are the future of emergency services success and hope this is the first of many more partnerships to
come.




