
City of McMinnville 
Community Development Department 

231 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, OR  97128 

(503) 434-7311
www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov

EXHIBIT 5 - STAFF REPORT 
DATE: February 7, 2024  
TO: Landscape Review Committee Members 
FROM: Adam Tate, Associate Planner  
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Application (L 4-24) 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY & GOAL:  

OBJECTIVE/S: Strategically plan for short and long-term growth and development that will 
create enduring value for the community 

DOCKET: L 4-24 (Street Tree Removal) 
REQUEST: Approval of a tree removal application for the removal of 3 Street Trees. 
LOCATION: 910-922 NE Grandhaven Drive, Tax Lot R4409CD 00706
ZONING/Overlay: R-2
APPLICANT:   Chris Blattner and Cynthia McCan 
STAFF: Tom Schauer, Senior Planner 
DATE DEEMED 
COMPLETE:  January 24, 2024 
DECISION-MAKING 
BODY & ACTION: McMinnville Landscape Review Committee makes a recommendation of approval 

or denial to the Planning Director. 
MEETING DATE 
& LOCATION: February 7, 2024, McMinnville Community Development Center, 231 NE 5th Street, 

and via Zoom online meeting 
PROCEDURE: Street tree removal applications are required to be reviewed by the Landscape 

Review Committee as described in Section 17.58.040 of the McMinnville Zoning 
Ordinance. 

CRITERIA: The applicable criteria are specified in Section 17.58.050 Tree Removal/ 
Replacement Review Criteria. 

APPEAL: The decision may be appealed within 15 days of the date the decision is mailed as 
specified in Section 17.58.040 of the McMinnville Zoning Ordinance.   

http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
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I. BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY:

Application Summary 
This proceeding is a review by the Landscape Review Committee of a street tree removal application for 
three street trees, which were previously removed.  The applicant is proposing to replace the street trees. 
They were removed after the applicant received notice from the City that the sidewalk needed to be 
repaired to eliminate trip hazards (See Attachment 1).   

The street trees were present along the south side of Grandhaven along the property frontage.  See 
Figure 1 for Vicinity Map.  See Figure 2 for Site Photos.  

Criteria and Issues 
The trees have already been removed.  They were removed following City notification that the applicant 
needed to repair the sidewalk to eliminate trip hazards.   

The applicable criteria for a street tree removal are provided in Section 17.58.050 of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  Section 17.58.050 requires a Tree Removal permit to be granted if any of the following criteria 
apply: 

A. The tree is unsafe, dead, or diseased as determined by a Certified Arborist.
B. The tree is in conflict with public improvements.
C. The proposed removal or pruning is part of an approved development project, a public

improvement project where no alternative is available, or is part of a street tree improvement
program.

D. Verification of tree health or a tree’s impacts on infrastructure shall be required, at the expense
of the applicant, by a Certified Arborist acceptable to the City.

Criterion “B” would have been the basis for the tree removals.  

Street view photos and the applicant’s photos show the uplifted sidewalks. 

When a street tree removal permit is approved, there are provisions in Chapter 17.58 of the Zoning 
Ordinance with which the applicant must comply, including those in Sections 17.58.040 and 17.58.090.  
Staff recommends conditions of approval to address the applicable requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  Typically, approval of a tree removal request is conditioned on the provisions of 17.58.040 
for replacement with another street tree approved by the City.  The conditions of approval address the 
provisions of Chapter 17.58 to ensure proper removal or major pruning of a street tree, to specify the 
applicant’s responsibilities for performance of work and associated costs, and to ensure replacement 
trees are consistent with the approved street tree list, planting requirements, and specifications 
addressed in Chapter 17.58.   

Summary of Staff Recommendation  
Staff recommends approval of the application, subject to the conditions specified in this document, 
including replacement of the trees consistent with City specifications. 

NOTE:  Internal coordination has also since occurred so that the letters sent to property owners regarding 
sidewalk repairs will also notify them of the requirements for street tree removal permit applications.   
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Figure 1 Vicinity Map. 

Figure 2. Site Photos. 
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III. ATTACHMENTS:

1. Application

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff RECOMMENDS APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS of the tree removal application (L 4-24) 
SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL IN SECTION V: 

V. CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1. All costs and liability associated with tree removal and stump grinding shall be borne by the
applicant.

2. The applicant shall call for locates (dial 811) for all underground utilities prior to removing the
trunk and roots. This is a free service and the law. Upon request, utility locates can be flagged
without marking up hard surfaces.

3. The stump and remaining surface roots of the tree shall be removed at least six (6) inches below
grade to allow for a suitable replanting site. At least a two-inch-thick layer of topsoil shall be
placed over the remaining stump and surface roots. The area shall be crowned at least two
inches above the surrounding grade to allow for settling and replanting and shall be raked
smooth. The applicant shall restore any damaged areas that may result from vehicular or
mechanical operations.

4. The applicant shall replace the trees with three new trees selected from the recommended
street tree list.
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5. The replacement trees shall be a minimum of two (2) inches in caliper measured at six (6)
inches above ground level. All trees shall be healthy grown nursery stock with a single
straight trunk, a well-developed leader with tops and roots characteristic of the species
cultivar or variety. All trees must be free of insects, diseases, mechanical injury, and other
objectionable features when planted.

6. The replacement tree shall be planted per the approved City detail, including root  barrier,
deep watering tubes, and staking (detail available upon request). The applicant shall
provide root barrier protection in order to minimize sidewalk and tree root conflicts.  The
barrier shall be placed on the public sidewalk side of the tree and the curb side of the tree.
The root barrier protection shall be placed in 10-foot lengths, centered on the tree, and to
a depth of eighteen (18) inches. In addition, the trees shall be provided with two (2) deep
watering tubes to promote deep root growth.

7. The applicant is reminded that trees are not to be planted within:
a. Five (5) feet of a private driveway or alley;
b. Ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant, transformer, power or water vault, water meter box,

utility pole, sanitary sewer, storm, or water line; or
c. Twenty (20) feet of street light standards or street intersections.

8. The planter areas shall be restored to original grade immediately following the planting of
the replacement tree.

9. The applicant shall contact Public Works Operations (503.434.7316) for planting
inspection prior to backfilling the planted tree.

10. The applicant shall be required to repair/replace sidewalk panels as necessary at the applicant’s
expense. Sidewalk permits can be obtained from Engineering at 503-434-7312.

VI. LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE OPTIONS:

1. APPROVE the application, subject to the recommended conditions of approval.
2. APPROVE the application with additional/revised conditions of approval if necessary to satisfy

the applicable criteria.
3. CONTINUE the application, requesting that applicant submit more information for review if

necessary to make findings that the applicable criteria are satisfied.
4. DENY the application, providing findings of fact for the denial in the motion to deny if it is found

the application doesn’t meet the applicable criteria.

VII. SUGGESTED MOTION:
BASED ON FINDINGS THAT THE APPLICABLE CRITERIA ARE SATISFIED SUBJECT TO 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, I MOVE THAT THE LANDSCAPE REVIEW COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE STREET TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION L 4-24 SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF 
APPROVAL RECOMMENDED BY STAFF IN THE STAFF REPORT.   



ATTACHMENT 1
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