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Historic Landmark Alteration 

McMinnville Public Library  

September 10, 2020 

 

A. The intent of the project is to add handrails on the outside steps leading to the entrance of the 

McMinnville Public Library Carnegie Library.  This entrance was used as the primary entrance to 

the Library from the completion and opening of the Library in 1913 until the completion of the 

Library addition in 1983.   

 

Due to COVID-19 the Library is using this Carnegie Library entrance as the current entrance to 

the building, so as to allow for physical distancing and maintain separate ingress and egress to 

the Library.  The three steps leading up to the Carnegie Library entrance do not currently have a 

handrail. The intent is to install simple, sturdy handrails for safety and support for visitors 

entering the Library. The current Library exit is what was once both the entrance and exit prior 

to COVID-19. 

 

B. The proposed project will meet the policies of the Comprehensive Plan by increasing public 

awareness of McMinnville’s history by safely inviting people to use the original entrance to the 

Library, which offers a beautiful view of the original Carnegie architecture. The project protects 

the historic resource of the Library as the railing can be removed when it is no longer needed, 

leaving the façade intact. The project will keep heritage tourists safe as they enter the Library 

entrance during COVID-19, allowing them to use the handrails to enter the old Carnegie Library 

entrance. 

 

C. a. The property will continue to be used as it has always been used, as a public library to serve 

the citizens and visitors of McMinnville. 

b. The historic character will be retained and preserved, with no changes made other than the 

addition of the handrails. 

c. The stair railing will be visually compatible with the current library, made from simple, bent, 

metal railing powder coated in black. 

d. Not applicable. 

e. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction technique of the Carnegie Library 

will be preserved. 

f. No intervention will be needed to repair deterioration. 

g. No chemical or physical treatments will be used that cause damage to historic materials. 

h. We are not aware of any known archeological resources at the site that will be affected by 

this project. 

i. The proposed project fits the Secretary of Interior Guidelines for Historic Preservation as 

Rehabilitation as a Treatment. The Dept. of Interior website states “Rehabilitation acknowledges 

the need to alter or add to a historic property to meet continuing or changing uses while 

retaining the property’s historic character.”  

 

D. This project is reasonable in that the proposed alteration is in the public interest by creating a 

safer entrance to the Library while maintaining the historic character of the Carnegie Library. 



 

E. The McMinnville Public Library has great value and significance to the community and visitors of 

McMinnville. Creating a safe and welcoming entrance using the historic entrance of the 

Carnegie Library adds value by allowing more people to use this entrance. 

 

F. The physical condition of the Library is good. The project will improve the condition by allowing 

greater safety upon entering the Library. 

 

Owner: City of McMinnville 

Address: 225 NW Adams Street, McMinnville, OR 97128 

Location of existing structure: 

 
 



 
 

Location of railing will be in the sides of the steps leading to the doors, from the first to last step: 

 



 
 



 
 

Example of proposed material (matte black): 
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