
The meeting site is accessible to handicapped individuals.  Assistance with communications (visual, hearing) must be requested  
24 hours in advance by contacting the City Manager (503) 434-7405 – 1-800-735-1232 for voice, or TDY 1-800-735-2900. 
 
*Please note that these documents are also on the City’s website, www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov.  You may also request a copy from the 
Planning Department. 

City of McMinnville 
Planning Department 

231 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, OR  97128 
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McMinnville Urban Renewal Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, March 6, 2022 - 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

 
HYBRID Meeting 

IN PERSON – 231 NE Fifth Street or ZOOM Online Meeting 
 

Please note that this is a hybrid meeting that you can join in person at 231 NE Fifth Street or online via Zoom 
 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://mcminnvilleoregon.zoom.us/j/81666494517?pwd=ZGVYOWpxSkxRNGNnVTRjQzZSY1Vsdz09  

 
Zoom Meeting ID  816 6649 4517,   Zoom Meeting Passcode: 322618 

 
Or join ZOOM Meeting by phone via the following number: 1-253-215-8782 

 
Committee Members Agenda Items 
 
Walt Gowell, 
Chair  
Kelly McDonald, 
Vice Chair 
Jamie Corff 
Alan Fox 
Ed Gormley 
Peter Kircher 
Jeff Knapp 
Mike Morris 
Lisa Pool 
Ukiah Halloran Steiner 
John Dietz, MW&L, 
Ex-Officio 
Scott Hill, Mayor 
Ex-Officio 
Dave Rucklos, MDA 
Ex-Officio 

 
1. Call to Order / Introductions 

2. Discussion Items (Exhibit 1) 
• North NE Gateway District Property Owners Meeting (Mike Morris) 
• Alpine Avenue Amenities (Diane McMillen) 
• Security and Safety Grant Consideration (Jamie Corff) 

 
3. Action Items 

• Property Assistance Façade Improvement Grant Application,  
210 Ford Street, (Exhibit 2) 

4. Citizen Comments / Rumor Mill 

5. Committee Member Comments 

6. Staff Comments 

7. Adjournment 

 

http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
https://mcminnvilleoregon.zoom.us/j/81666494517?pwd=ZGVYOWpxSkxRNGNnVTRjQzZSY1Vsdz09
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City of McMinnville 
Planning Department 

231 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, OR  97128 

(503) 434-7311 
www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov 

 
EXHIBIT 1 - STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: April 6, 2022  
TO: McMinnville Urban Renewal Advisory Committee Members 
FROM: Heather Richards, Planning Director 
SUBJECT: Discussion Items 
 
STRATEGIC PRIORITY & GOAL:  

 
 
 
Report in Brief:   
 
There are several discussion items on the April 6 MURAC Agenda.  This is a short synopsis of each 
discussion item. 
 
North NE Gateway District Property Owners Meeting: 
Planning Director Heather Richards and MURAC member Mike Morris hosted an informal gathering 
with property owners in the northern area of the NE Gateway District to talk about needed public 
improvements to help stimulate reinvestment opportunities in the area.  The property owners were 
engaged and wanted to have a conversation with MURAC at a future meeting to discuss what the 
future plans are for the extension of NE Alpine Avenue (design intent and timing) and if there was any 
financial help for the local street improvements that are needed in the area to stimulate reinvestment.  
Most local streets are unimproved gravel streets.   
 
 
Alpine Avenue Amenities: 
Diane McMillen, a volunteer with Wine Country Pride has asked for five minutes on the Agenda to talk 
about public water and electric amenities on Alpine Avenue to support events.  Please see attached 
maps.  Currently there is no budget allocation for Alpine Avenue improvements but there is about 
$50,000 in contingency funds in the FY 21-22 budget.   
 
 
Safety and Security Grant: 
MURAC member Jamie Corff used to work for the City of Salem Urban Renewal Agency, and they put 
together a grant program for safety and security issues in the downtown to help businesses install 
gates that looked nice and helped to solve some of the issues related to negative downtown behaviors.  
The Façade Improvement Grant that MURAC will consider as part of the April 6 Agenda is a request for 
help with funding a gate for a downtown property.  MURAC has been approached by this issue before.  
This is an opportunity to explore that discussion further.  (Please see attached flyer about the Salem 
program.) 

 

http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/


 
Planning Department 

231 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, OR  97128 

(503) 434-7311 
 

www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov 
 

Our Mission:  Providing excellent customer service, public engagement, and proactive planning 
programs to promote McMinnville as the most livable and prosperous city in the state of Oregon now 

and into the future. 

 

 

 
March 22, 2022 
 
RE:  Property Owners Meeting, North End of Alpine Avenue 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
I would like to invite you to a property owners meeting to discuss development opportunities and 
needs – both near term and long term – at the north end of Alpine Avenue.   
 
As you know the side streets and Alpine Avenue are not improved in this area, and it has 
proven problematic for some people who are trying to put together development projects in the 
area.   
 
Your property is in the McMinnville Urban Renewal Area and there might be an opportunity to 
leverage urban renewal funds to help with the needed improvements and/or the City could 
submit a larger street improvement project to the state for infrastructure funding.   
 
But we want to hear from you – what are your thoughts and plans for your property.  
 
Members of the McMinnville Urban Renewal Advisory Committee will be joining us so that they 
can hear about your future plans and contemplate how urban renewal funds can partner with 
you to make those plans a reality.   
 
The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 30, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  We will conduct 
the meeting via zoom so that anyone can participate.  Zoom meeting link is below.   
 
Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://mcminnvilleoregon.zoom.us/j/82267724786?pwd=cmJmZmFZRG92YVkvTy8ySHQrdFVHZz09  

Meeting ID: 822 6772 4786  
Passcode: 053455  
One tap mobile  
+13462487799,,82267724786#,,,,*053455# US (Houston)  
+17207072699,,82267724786#,,,,*053455# US (Denver)  
Dial by your location: 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Heather Richards, PCED 
Planning Director 

http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
https://mcminnvilleoregon.zoom.us/j/82267724786?pwd=cmJmZmFZRG92YVkvTy8ySHQrdFVHZz09
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In order to fund capital improvement projects within the Riverfront-Downtown Urban Renewal Area 
(RDURA) that support the implementation of the Salem Strategic Plan to address homelessness, 
including projects that address building and property safety and security, a Strategic Project Grant 
Program was created.

Maximum Grant:  Up to $30,000

Match Requirement: None

Eligible Applicant:  Property owners who show fee title. Tax exempt property is not eligible.

Eligible Property:  Property located within the Riverfront-Downtown Urban Renewal Area  
    boundary.

    Properties that are 100% residential are excluded.

Eligible Activities:  Eligible projects must address the Strategic Plan goal of addressing  
    homelessness including building/property security and safety. 

    Security fencing/gates, exterior building lighting or security systems, trash  
    enclosures and design for eligible projects.

*Grant funding is contingent upon available funds and cannot fund eligible project costs completed 
prior to grant approval.

Additional terms may apply and terms are subject to change.

This is an information-only document. For more information, please contact the Urban Renewal Agency of 
the City of Salem at 503-588-6178 or visit www.cityofsalem.net/financialresources. Si necesita ayuda para 
comprender esta información, por favor llame 503-588-6178.

Strategic Project Grant Program
Riverfront Downtown Urban Renewal Area

121019
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Planning Department 
231 NE Fifth Street 

McMinnville, OR  97128 
(503) 434-7311

www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov 

EXHIBIT 2 - STAFF REPORT 
DATE: 
TO: 
FROM: 

April 6, 2022  
McMinnville Urban Renewal Advisory Committee Members 
Heather Richards, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Façade Improvement Grant, 210 Ford Street 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY & GOAL:  

OBJECTIVE/S: Build a community culture of safety (consider safety best practices) 

Report in Brief:  

This is the consideration of a Façade Improvement Grant for 210 Ford Street.  The request is for 50% 
of $5,483.33 for a total grant of $2742.00.   

The applicant would like to install a safety gate at the base of their stairs.  

Background:  

One of the funded projects in the McMinnville Urban Renewal Plan is a Property Assistance Project that 
is comprised of several different property assistance programs: 1) Development Loan and Grant 
Program; 2) Façade Improvement Grant; and 3) Free Design Assistance.  The most popular program is 
the Façade Improvement Grant.  The purposes of the Façade Improvement Grant Program are to 
improve the aesthetic appearance of the exterior facades of existing buildings and businesses in the 
District; to restore the unique historic character of buildings in the District as much as practicable; and 
to encourage private investment in District properties and businesses.   

Discussion: 

There are several different tests for determining a qualifying project for the program as described 
below.  These tests have been reviewed relative to the application for 210 Ford Street and the findings 
are provided below.   

http://www.mcminnvilleoregon.gov/
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Eligible Property: 
 

1. Property owners of commercial or industrial zoned buildings within the District. 
2. Business owners or tenants of commercial or industrial zoned buildings within the 

District with property owner consent. 
 
Ineligible Property:  The following types of property are not eligible for funding:  
 

1. Tax delinquent property within the Urban Renewal District. 
2. Property in litigation. 
3. Property in condemnation or receivership. 
4. Property owned by religious groups. 
5. Property owned by 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations on which taxes are not being paid. 
6. Properties on which taxes are being paid, but have nonprofit use, such as schools, 

charities, clubs, etc. 
7. Exclusively residential buildings. 
8. Daycare centers. 

 
Finding:  This project would be eligible as it is in a commercial building that is owned by a non-profit, 
but this particular building improvement is for a for-profit tenant and is therefore deemed eligible.   
 
Eligible Projects:  The types of eligible projects include:  
 

1. Repair, restoration, or installation of exterior masonry and siding materials. 
2. Repair, replacement, or installation of awnings, windows, trim, doors, gutters, downspouts, 

stone or brick, or other architectural details. 
3. Repair or replacement of exterior lighting attached to a building or illuminating a sign. 
4. Repair or construction of entryways. 
5. Cleaning, preparation, and painting of exterior walls and trim in conformance with the 

approved color palette. 
6. Removal of barriers to access for people with disabilities. 
7. Removal, replacement, or repair of exterior wall, freestanding, or projecting signs. 
8. Other improvements as approved. 

 
Finding – Discretion of MURAC:  This project would need to be justified under other improvements as 
approved. 
 
Grant Request and Match Requirement:  Maximum grant request of $5,000 with a 50% match 
requirement. 
 
Finding - Satisfied:  The total project cost is $5483.33.  The grant request is for 50% of the total project 
costs. 
 
Review Criteria:  All projects will be reviewed based on the following criteria:  
 

1. Positive impact of the project on the aesthetic appearance of the building. 
2. Positive impact of the project on the overall streetscape. 
3. Preservation and enhancement of the architectural integrity of the building. 
4. Positive contribution of the project on the urban renewal effort. 
5. Amount of additional investment leveraged by the grant. 
6. Compliance with applicable design guidelines and standards. 
7. Evidence of financial ability to meet matching requirements (e.g., bank statement, loan 

commitment letter, etc.) 
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Finding:  Please see scoring below. 
 
Review Criteria  
Postive impact of the project on the aesthetic appearance of the building. 1 
Positive impact of the project on the overall streetscape. 1 
Preservation and enhancement of the architectural integrity of the building. n/a 
Positive contribution of the project on the urban renewal effort. 1 
Amount of additional investment leveraged by the grant. 2 
Compliance with applicable design guidelines and standards. 2 
Evidence of financial ability to meet matching requirements (e.g. bank 
statement, loan commitment letter, etc.) 

n/a 

TOTAL:    7 
 
Scoring Legend: 
High = 3 points 
Medium = 2 Points 
Low = 1 Point 
 
Attachments: 
 
Façade Improvement Grant application for 210 NE Ford Street. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
There is currently $100,000 budgeted in the Property Assistance Project in Fiscal Year 2021-22.  
MURAC has obligated $40,000 of those funds at this time.  $60,000 remains unallocated.   
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